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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [2.03 pm]:  Yesterday, 
Monday, 15 May, I had the privilege of attending the national volunteer breakfast organised and hosted by 
Volunteering WA to launch National Volunteer Week, which runs until next Saturday, 21 May.  More than 340 
volunteers attended the breakfast and listened intently to an inspirational speech delivered by WA Young 
Australian of the Year, Simone McMahon. 

Western Australia leads the way in volunteering and I take this opportunity to thank the 430 000-plus volunteers, 
groups and organisations that support them.  We are immensely proud of our volunteering networks and of our 
participation rates.  One-third of our population donates time and energy to all sorts of important community 
services and projects.  Our regional areas boast the best volunteering rates in Australia, with 49.4 per cent of 
people involved.  The list of services they contribute to is endless but includes supporting our emergency 
services, keeping our fisheries sustainable, helping to run our sporting clubs, ensuring that we have a vibrant arts 
culture and caring for our sick and frail aged.   

National Volunteer Week gives us a great opportunity not only to recognise the contribution that is made by our 
volunteers, but also to promote the whole concept of volunteering and encourage even more people to get 
involved.  Volunteering benefits everyone.  The wider community benefits from the work being done on their 
behalf.  Volunteers can gain new life skills, enjoy experiences they may never have had otherwise, make new 
friends, and get the satisfaction that comes from knowing they have made a real difference.  The theme of this 
year’s National Volunteer Week is “Change Your World - Start Now”.  It does not matter whether people are 
young or old, or in the middle.  As Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, I am a keen advocate of voluntary 
work to keep older people active and involved, which is one of the key messages in the state government’s 
Active Ageing Strategy.  I commend the work carried out by the government’s volunteering secretariat in 
researching and implementing the government’s policies, which are aimed at valuing volunteers and increasing 
participation.  Volunteering gives us the chance to give back to the community.  I feel sure that the many events 
planned all over Western Australia in these next few days will stimulate even more people to join the ranks of 
our volunteers, and in so doing change their own lives for the better. 
 


